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IN THF. CLAIMS; 

1 . (Currently amended) A spinal stabilization system, comprising: 

a stabilization device positionable along a spinal column, said stabil ization device including 
at least one auxiliary element mounted thereto, said at least one auxiliary ebment including a 
camiulation extending at least partially therethrough hf'tw.fn a proximal openinp of said auxiliary 
.l^ent oriented .^»v frnm the spin t >i ^nl„nr.« ^nd a distal opening of gaid auxiliary elemenj 
nriented toward the, sninal colum n wT.^ stabiliTHtion <\ry\r.r is positioned along the spinal 
column ; and 

a holding element including a distal portion and a proximal portion, said distal portion 
positionable through said cannulation with said distal portion extending distally from said distal 
o pening of said auxiliary element configured t o enter into bone and engage the spinal column to 
maintain a positioning of said stabilization device along the spinal column and aaid proximal portion 
e^aid holding element rele^a^engages said auxiliary element in ^n int?rfitting relationship to 
prevent said auxiliary element from moving r elative to said stabilization member, wherein when said 
holding element is engaged to said auxiliarv element w ith yairt Histal portion of said holding element 
extending distailv from said auxiliary element and into hoi^ft of the spinal {:olumn. rotation of said 
proximal and distal portions of said holding element is oporablo to rotate r ;3tates.said auxiliary 
element relative to said stabilization devic e with aaid diotal portion of ooid holding olomont engag e d 
to the spinal oolumn . 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said stabilization device comprises an 
elongated plate including a number of bone anchor openings extending thwethrough. 

3. (Currently amended) The system of claim 2, wherein said auxiliary element includes a 
retaining device engaged to said plate at a location offs et from said number of bone anchor openings 
andispositionable relative to said elongated plate to at least partiaUy overlap at least one of said 
bone anchor openings. 
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• 4. (C«n«ntly amended) The system of claim 3, wherein said retaini^ig device includes a 
fastener ..^-.k . p».vin,.l head . stem ext.,ndin. distally from . s . aid proximal head, said 

^en, thre^dippW ^.a.e. nlate and said cannulation extends along a central axis of said 
f,-,,^,, ... h;.^.1 nn.nina at a dist.1 md of said stem and said proximal opemng at a 

pmyim fil end of said head . 

5. (Original) The system of claim 4. wherein said retaining device includes a retaining 
member including a central aperture for receiving said fastener. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 4, wherein said elongated plate includes an aperture 
extending therethrough and said fastener is engageable with said aperture. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein: 

said cannulation extends completely through said auxiliary element; and 

said distal portion of said holding element extends through said amdliary element and is 

engageable with a structure of the spinal column when said stabilization device is positioned along 

the spinal column. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said auxiliary element is movable relative to 
said stabilization device. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein said holding element engages said auxiliary 
element and is movable to manipulate said auxiliary device to a desired position relative to said 
stabilization device. 

10. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1, wherein said holding element includes an 
intcrmodiato portion botwcon ooid distal and proxii i iul portiono. oaid intcnncdiatc portion including a 
distally oriented engagement surface for engaging said auxiliary element^ said distally oriented 
engagement surface projecting outwardlv around said distal portion of said holding element and 
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inclndina at least qt^^ nroiection for r^ -^-^ Tt in a recess in said auxiliary element in said interfitting 
relationship . 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The system of claim 10, wherein said pr»xi nial portion of said 
holding element includes an intermediate f nrrion between said distal portion and said proximal 
pnrtion. said nroximal nortion including a shaft and a first driving tool engaging portion preximaily 
adjacent said intermediate nortinn that nroiec t s outwardly from said shaft, s^d intermediate portio n 
further includ in g a taoered body portion sloping from said d i st ally oriented engagement surface to 
said first driving tool engaging portion. i ntoimodiQto portion arid a aooond driving tool engaging 
portion ppacod from said firot driving tool ongaging portion and adjaoont g pro^dmol ond of said 
proximal portion. 

12. (Currently amended) The system of claim 11, wherein said Ergximal portion of said 
holding element includes a s econd driving tool engaging portion adjacent a proximal end of said 
^haft of said proximal portion that includes a recess in an outer surface of !iaid_sha ft compriiiing said 
proximal portion , 

13. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said distal portion of said holding element 
includes a shaft and a penetrating element at a distal end of said shaft. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein said shaft is unthrciaded. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a device positionable between 
vertebrae of a spinal column and wherein said stabilization device is positionable along the 
vertebrae. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein: 

said cannulation extends completely through said auxiliary element; and 
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. said distal portion of said holding element extends through said auxi liary element and is 
engageable with said device when said stabilization device is positioned along the spinal column. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein said device is a cori^ectomy implant and said 
stabilization device is an elongated plate. 

18. (Original) The system of claim I, further comprising an instrument engageable to said 
proximal portion of said holding element. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein said proximal portion of said holding 
element includes a first instrument engaging portion adapted to deliver a rotational force from said 
instrument to said holding element and a second instrument engaging portion to simultaneously 
axially secure said instrument to said holding element. 

20. (Currently amended) A spinal stabilization system, comprising: 

a stabilization device positionable along a spinal column and including an auxiliary element 
associated therewith and movable relative thereto, said auxiliary element ricluding a cannulation 
extending at least partially therethrough and a proximal engagement surfac e; and 

a holding element including a distal portion positionable in said cajinulation of said auxiliary 
elemen t and configured to enter into bone of the spinal column , a proximal portion extending 
proximally from said distal portion, and an intermediate portion therebetween, wherein said 
intermediate portion includes a distally oriented engagement surface projecting outwardly from said 
distal portion that is a dapted to interfit with said proxim al engagement surface when said distal 
portion is positioned through said cannulation and into bone of the spinal r.olumn ongago said 
Quxiliary olomen t to prevent said auxiliary element from m oving relative to said stabilization device, 
said distal and intermediate portions of said h olding element being m ovable when said distally 
oriented engaizement surface is interfitted with said proximal engagement surface and said distal 
portioD is entered into bone of the spinal column to move t o pooition s aid auxiliary element in a 
desired position relative to said stabilization device. 
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21. (Original) The system of claim 20, wherein said stabilization device comprises an 
elongated plate including a number of bone anchor openings extending therethrough. 

22. (Original) The system- of claim 21. wherein said auxiliary elem.;nt includes a retaining 
device positionable relative to said elongated plate to at least partially overlap at least one of said 
bone anchor openings. 

23. (Currently amended) The system of claim 20, wherein said proximal portion of said 
holding element includes a first driving tool engaging portion proximally ofand adjacent to said 
intermediate portion and a shaft extendin p prnximallv from said first drivinp tool engaging portion, 
said first driving tool engaging portion exte p ding outwardlv from said shait, said intermediate 
portion ftirther including a tanered bodv sl o ping from said distallv oriented enpagement surface to 
said first drivinp tool engaging portion, said pro vim'^l portion farther including a second driving tool 
engaging portion on said shaft s paced from said first driving tool engaging portion and adjacent to a 
proximal end of said proximal portion. 

24. (Currently amended) The system of claim 23, wherein said second driving tool engaging 
portion includes a recess in an outer surface of said shaft. a ohoft oomprioing Gaid projdmal portion. 

25. (Currently amended) The system of claim 23. c laim 20. w herein said cannulation 
extends completely through said auxiliary element and said distal portion of said holding element 
includes a shaft extendable through said cannulation and a penetrating element at a distal end of said 
shaft for engagement with the spinal column. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 20, wherein said proximal pon ion of said holding 
element includes a first instrument engaging portion adapted to deliver a rotational force from an 
instrument to said holding element and a second instrument engaging portion adapted to axially 
secure the instrument to said holding element. 
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27. (Currently amended) A device for temporarily securing a spinal stabilizaUon system to a 

spinal colunm, comprising: 

a holding element including a distal portion with a ?jharp distal tip positionable in a 
cannulation of the stabilization system, a proximal portion extending proxiinally from said distal 
portion, and an intermediate portion therebetween thflt pn>ierts nntAvardly f r^m said proximal 
porrinn and said di^t^l nnrtion. said intc^rm^diate portion including at least one projection extending 
distallv therefroin and oirtwardlv from said distal f "'^^" tn engae. i an auxiliary element of 

the stabilization system and deliver a rotational force thereto, wherein said proximal portion of said 
holding element includes a shaft and a f irst instrument engaging portion ET ojecting outwardly from 
said shaft that is adapted to receive a rotational force delivered to said holding element thaUotjttes 
said proximal nnrtion and said distal oorti nn in said cannulation and a seccnd instrument engaging 
portion spaced from said first instrument engaging portion adapted to receive an axial force 
delivered to said holdmg element. 

28. (Currently amended) The device of claim 27, wherein said inttamediate portion includes 
a distally oriented engagement surface proiecting ou twardly from said distal portion, said distally 



oriented engagement surface including said at least one p rojection extending distally therefrom. 



atabilization oyatom and deliver a manipulation forc e 



adapt e d to engag e an auxiliQr>' oloment of th e 
th e r e to. 

29. (Currently amended) The device of claim 28. claim 27. wheref.n said distal portion of 
said holding element includes a second s haft and said sharp di s tal tip is located a ponotrating olom e nt 
at a distal end of said second s haft. 

30. (Currently amended) The device of claim 29. c laim 27. w here in said proximal portion 
includ e s a t?haft and said first instrument engaging portion io pooitionod acijaoent said intermediate 
portion includes a fruslo-conical body that tapers from sai H Hisfally oriented engagement surface to 
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c.iH fir.t inKtmment enpa ^ng Doition. u l u J iotal e nd of pni d n h nft and Paid aeuond in s trumont 
engaging portion ia pooitionod adjacont a proximal oud of said ohaft. 

3 1 . (Currently amended) The device of claim 30, wherein said first instrument engaging 
portion includes a head prnximallv of an d ^iacent to said intermediate portion that is shaped to 
receive a tool thereover and said second instrument engaging portion inoludoa a r e ce ss i? a recess 
ad jacent to aproximal end of said shaft of ^«id proximal portionabout oaid ohafl . 

Claims 32-69 (Cancelled) 
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